
Part II

Phonology

2 Aromanian of Ohrid

2.1 Accent

� Like other Aromanian dialects, Ohrid Aromanian has mobile, distinctive,
dynamic accent that triggers vowel reduction of unstressed vowels: "punti
'bridge', b "serk  'church', "in m  'heart', sku"la 'became' (Mac. stana)
(20).

� Accent is most frequently penultimate, but can also be penultimate in
paradigms (20).

� Accent is �xed for nouns (20):

Sg Pl
Indef Def Indef Def
b "serk  b "serka b "serc b "serk li

"frati "fratali frac "frac¨ 
m h "l  m h "l u m h "l c m h "l c¨ 

"lapti "laptili "lapturi "lapturli

� Accent plays a grammatical role in verbs; present tense usually has stress
on the root, whereas in the imperfect and aorist, the ending is stressed
(20).

"fuZi (pres.) fu"Zi (aor.) go-3sg-pres / go-3sg-aor
"ta¨  (pres.) ta"¨  (impf./aor.) cut-3sg-pres / cut-3sg-impf/aor

"dormi (pres.) dur"«a (impf.) sleep-3sg-pres / sleep-3sg-impf

� Accent is usually �nal in loanwords from Turkish and Greek; Slavic loan-
words are old enough to be fully integrated into the system: k s "b  'city',
m h "l  'neighborhood', p pu"Zi 'slipper maker', �ki"ro 'time' (21).

2.2 Phoneme inventory and distribution

2.2.1 Vowels

� Stressed vowels: front vowels /i/, /e/, central vowels / /, /a/, back vowels
/o/, /u/ (21)

� Diphthongs lost: /�ea/ > /e/, / �oa/ > /o/. This also takes place across
word boundaries, although there are traces of this left among the older
population (22-23).

� Monophthongization takes place word-�nally regardless of the mor-
phology (23).
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Krushevo Ohrid
/�ea/ "f�eat  "fet  girl

"s �ear  "ser  evening
vi"d �eare v "deri seeing
tr "Z �eare tr "Zeri running

/ �oa/ " �oai
“
e "oi

“
e ewe

" �oar  "or  hour
"p �oate "poti can-3sg-pres
"sk �oate "skoti take.out-3sg-pres

"l �oai
“

"¨oi
“

take-1sg-aor

Underlying form Krushevo Ohrid
mi af"l  m�eaf"l  mef"l  he/she/it found me
li adu"na l�eadu"na ladu"na he/she/it carried them
nu "are 'n �oare "nori there is none (Mac. nema)
nu ave"a n �oave"a no"ve there was none (Mac. nema²e)
tu a"lant  t �oa"lant  to"lant  in another-fem (Mac. vo druga)

Krushevo Ohrid
Inde�nite De�nite Inde�nite De�nite

"punte "punt�ea "punti "punte bridge
mu"¨are mu"lar�ea mu"¨eri mu"¨ere woman, wife
"pade "pad �ea "padi "pade �oor
"vale "val�ea "vali "vale river

Krushevo Ohrid

fr n"Z �ea fr n"Ze break-3sg-impf
pu"t�ea pu"te can-3sg-impf
vi'd�ea v "de see/look-3sg-impf
fu"Z �ea fu"Ze go-3sg-impf

� Vowel reduction: e > i, o > u, a >  , i >   (occasionally).

� Ohrid Aromanian is not like Krushevo Aromanian, in which �nal
short -i and -u are reduced after single consonants. Instead, in Ohrid
Aromanian, all word-�nal -i and -u are deleted, and -i causes palatal-
ization of preceding consonant (26):
Krushevo Ohrid

"porku "porci "pork "porc
"fr ngu "fr nZi "fr ng "fr nZ

"draku "draci "drak "drac
"negu "neZi "neg "neZ

� Unstressed /e/ > [i] (27):
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Krushevo Ohrid
Nouns
Indef. Def. Indef. Def.
"munte "muntile "munti "muntili mountain
"frate "fratile "frati "fratili ("frat li) brother
"kale "kal�ea "kali "kale path, road
"vale "val�ea "vali "vale river

Verbal nouns
m "kare m "kari eating, food
pur"tare pur"tari wearing, bearing
luk"rare luk"rari working

Verb-3sg-pres
"n�eaZe "neZi goes
"duce "duci wears, bears

"fr nZe "fr nZi breaks
"p �oate "poti can

� unstressed /o/ > [u] (28):

present imperfect
"poti pu"te can

"port  pur"ta carry, bear, wear
"dormi dur"«a sleep

� unstressed /a/ > [ ] word-internally; is preserved word-initially and
word-�nally, where it often carries grammatical information (28):

1sg-pres 1pl-pres
"fak f "cem do
"tak t "cem be silent
"ta¨  t "¨a cut
indef def
"fet  "feta girl

"port  "porta =Mac porta
"m n  "m na hand
"kas  "kasa house
"bun  "buna good-fem
"alb  "alba white-fem

� reduction of /i/ > [ ] is facultative; doublets with and without re-
duction appear. This reduction is almost regular before sonants and
palatals, while it is facultative elsewhere (29).
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